Problems before, during and after mechanical ventilation in chronic bronchitis and emphysema.
Recent work has shown considerable advance in the potential for treatment of patients with acute exacerbations of chronic respiratory failure, and the "blue and bloated" pattern of chronic bronchitis and emphysema. New guidelines for controlled oxygen therapy have been developed, which appear to enable the dangers of hypoxaemia and respiratory acidosis in an acute exacerbation to be reduced. New modalities of therapy, long-term oxygen treatment. Almitrine, and beta 2-agonists, hold promise of prolonging the survival of useful life in these severely afflicted patients.